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Vou cant question .lavaad
Atipoors ambition. Ancient
Mesopotamian empires,
geotogical Layers of chicken
bones. the hatf-Life of
potystyrene cups, Thomas
Gainsborough, Susan Sontag,
lranian politicat history, gotd
iPhones - att that and ptenty
more gets crammed into the
mere hourof his breathtess Rich
Kids:A History ofShoppinq Motts
in Tehran at the Traverse.

And that s even without
mentioning the \rordy
narration, video projections,
lnstagram feeds, live videoand
multipane[led set. ltaL[ [eaves
you rhore than a bitbewildered.

Atipoorhas a story to teLl.
about how huge historicat
forces have shaped the lvliddle
East overmilLennia. and how
an obsession with emuLating
Europeanvalues has ted to the

cocaine-f uelLed, champagne-
quaffi ng, lnstagram-obsessed
offspring of today s lranian eLite.

It's about how ourrampant
consumeaism is ravaging our
ptanet.And it! about a coked-up
car crash in Tehran, Atipoor
and co-performer Peyvand
Sadeghian s starting point.

Top of the shows issues is its
reLiance on lnstagram. Download
the app andyou canparticipate in
the perf ormance, scrolling through
images as the performers discuss
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them, and even watching a live
stream ofwhats happening on
stage in front ofyou. Great ideas,
butthey onLyadd to the confusion.

As a theatrical embodiment of
excessand confusion, Rich Kids is
a sprawting, chaotic mastemiece.
But as a dissection of history, of
shif ting cuttural attitudes, and of
ourimpact on the pLanetandon
each other, it's got some way to go.
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