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lfnothing etse, Arabella Weir
quips. she can thank hermother
for providing the material for
her first Fringe show. For Does
MyMum Loom Big ln This?is the
Fdst Showand Two Doors Down
actorrcomedian's ref [ections
on motherhood, both her
own to hertwo now twenty-
something children, but more
importantty, that of herown
mother- posh Scottish Weir
teLls us. Oxford-educated, and
permanentty dissatisfied by her
disappointment of a daughte..

So we duly discover the
eccent cities of weir snr.
from moaningabout being
bored by herteenage daughters
triviaL conversations to victim-
bLaming at an appalLing incident
in her daughters childhood.

ButWeiris honest, too, about
her own weaknesses. and about
how herown desire forapprcvaL

and acceptance has appatted her
ou,n children.

Weiris good, too. on the
sometimes unreasonabLe
demands of motherhood.and her
own misguided attempts to get
dounwith her kids.

The etephant intheroom is that
the show stays resolutety chipper
throughout, never reatty daring
to portray the oLderwoman as
anythingmore than a bitchy snob.
Weir.jumps from anecdote to
anecdote. butit feels tike'\,e re
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never really getting to grips with
the painfuL effects the relationship
has had on her

Herdetivery, too, feels too
scripted and rehearsed to connect
onanimmediate Level Theae's no
mistaking Weirs charm, and she
skewers issues witha beautifully
turned phrase. But DMMLBlIfeets
too potite and welL-meaning to
confront its own darkness.
To 25 August (or.g1 623 3o3o)
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