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Fast-rising Russian soprano
Venera Gimadievahasa
voice you can wallowin—
alive with silvery sparkle but
strong on substance too, and
with a remarkable way of
conveying a song’s storytell-
ing thattakes you straight to
the opera house.

Sheseemed entirely at
homein herall-Russian
Queen’s Hall recital, con-
trasting well-loved songs
by Tchaikovsky and Rach-
maninovwith more obscure
items. She wasimmersed in
herrepertoire’s rich Russian
world oflove and exoticism
right from her opener, Vlas-
ov's glittering To the Foun-
tain of Bakhshisarai Palace;
she broughtarapturous
intensity to Vasilenko’s sen-
sual Fly, My Dream; and she
transformed Gliére’s Rusalka
into aminiature operascena,
with alovely, veiled smooth-
ness to her upper register.

There were times, however,
when, despite her tonal con-
trol, her intense vibrato gotin
the way of pitch clarity, ironi-
callyin her closer, Rachmani-
nov's well-loved Vocalise. On
piano, Pavel Nebolsin proved
apartner in the truest sense,
sensitive to his music’s story-
telling yet full of his own bris-
tling power. It felt only right
thathe should get his own
solointhespotlight,inan
athletic Tchaikovsky Dumka,
and by the end of Gimadieva
and Nebolsin’s three encores,
ithad been a captivating,
beguiling concert.
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