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While Gianandrea Noseda
and his Teatro Regio Turin
forces were concluding their
International Festival resi-
dency with La Bohémeinthe
Festival Theatre, the orches-
tra of another great Italian
operahouse-Milans La Sca-
la—wasjuststartingits own
two-concertresidencyacross
town atthe Usher Hall.

-~ Andunder the galvanising,
5 exacting direction of La Sca-
lamusicdirector Riccardo

Chailly, the concertfeltlikea
theatre of sound, an evening

of drama in music. The cli-
max, Shostakovich’s Twelfth
Symphony, had a double
significance: it formed part
of the International Festi-

£

val’s 70th birthday celebra- *
tions (it received its Western
premiereat the EIF in1962);
and italso marked the cente-
nary of the Russian Revolu-
tion (which it celebrates). It's
atroublesome work, possi-
bly the closest the composer
came to toeing the Commu-
nist party line without any of
his trademarkbitter irony,
but Chailly carried it off mag-
nificentlyin an astonishing-
ly sincere, driven account
thatdared to play Shostako-
vich's cinemascope excesses
straight—and was electrify-
ing and persuasiveasaresult.
Julian Rachlin swapped his
usual violin for its deeper sib-
ling for a fiercely committed,
deeplylyrical Barték Viola
Concerto—and Chailly’s vivid
encore, Verdi’s I vespri sicili-
ani Overture, looked ahead
tothe orchestra’s all-Italian
follow-up concert.
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