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'My ESyptian identity is not only important
to me - it is me!'Soprano Fatma Said is

describinS how her background feeds into
her performances.'Egypt is the Middte Easr,
it's Africa, it's part ofthe Arab co{rntries and
it's part ofthe Mediterranean - allthese
different impulses affect my interpretations
and musical understandinS.'

This breadth ofvision is one ofthe thinSs
that marks Said out as a distinctive figure
among her generation of sinSers. As a BBC
New Generation Aftist from 2016 to 2018,
she broadened her outlook even {urthen
she says:'lt was one ofthe most beautiful
experiences, and gav€ me a great deal of
studio recording practice - there,s so much
to learn about oneself in that area. lt also

Save me the opportuniry to sing in many
venues across the lJK, not only in London.'

Mozart's Reguiem on 7 August offers Said
more than one first. ,l,ve never actuatly
attended a BBC Proms concert, atthough
I used to watch the concert broadcasts and
dream of beingthere one day. l,ve never
performed the Regui€m before, either.
Mozart's music is as sacred as the text, and
he treats the voice like a holy instrument.
His lvay of composingtor soprano teaches
us about the voice and how to use it. The
more I indulge in Mozart's music, the more
I learn about my own vocaltechnique.'


